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James R. Dickinson Library (ca 1960’s).

The Oral History Research Center
(OHRC) at UNLV in Special
Collections celebrates living
history and creates a forum to
share it with the rest of the world
by collecting and preserving

The first American flag flown over the UNLV campus was displayed this summer
in the new Student Union building. The flag is part of the collection of documents,
photographs, and artifacts recently donated to Special Collections by the family
of William D. Carlson, the first dean of UNLV. These materials are housed in
the University Archives in Special Collections, the first repository for historical
documents in Southern Nevada.
President David B. Ashley’s inauguration material was another recent donation
to the University Archives; it includes inauguration programs as well as
congratulatory letters from various universities across the nation. These collections
exemplify the important historical and cultural significance that the University
Archives has in our community.

audio interviews with the
individuals who built our city.
Oral History, continued on page 5…

Across campus, the 50th Anniversary celebration is under way and the University
Libraries provides access to many of the unique
materials used to document the history of UNLV.
University Archives, continued on page 7…
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all caught up focus,
in the excitement
celebrating UNLV’s
first 50 years.
Having been here only two years, I can only imagine the memories of those of you
whose years of dedication made this university the vital institution we see today.
I’m proud of the Libraries’ role over the years as a center for learning and of the
Libraries’ role in the 50th Anniversary celebration. Special Collections serves as
the repository for the University Archives and, as such, is a resource for all the
colleges and units on campus needing materials chronicling UNLV’s history.
For our cover story, Special Collections provided photographs that were taken in
the then state-of-the-art James R. Dickinson Library in the late 1960s.
We’ve come a long way, indeed!

Patricia Iannuzzi
Dean, University Libraries

I’m proud of the Libraries’
role over the years
as a center for learning
and of the Libraries’ role
in the 50th Anniversary
celebration.
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This issue of Connections is about looking forward as much as looking back.
And it’s about collaborations across campus and beyond. We visit one of our
branches, the Curriculum Materials Library, and explore its partnership with the
Southern Nevada Literacy Collaborative, in support of teacher education. We look
at library collaborations with the College of Sciences as the role of library faculty as
educators is underscored through the development of SCI 101. A partnership with
the History Department in the College of Liberal Arts has resulted in an exciting
opportunity to honor a great scholar and friend to the Libraries while providing
the opportunity to attract stellar graduate students. And the first in a speaker series
came from a collaboration between the Libraries Center for Gaming Research and
the College of Hotel Administration’s International Gaming Institute. And finally,
a connection made with the Summer Business Institute and the Upward Bound
program enriched the experience for high school student participants.
As the campus kicks off the next planning process for the University, the Libraries
are poised to participate and to forge new and strengthen existing connections to
priority initiatives.
Thank you for your continued involvement and support of the Libraries.
Here’s to the next 50 years!

For information, call (702) 895-2286
or visit us on the web at
http://www.library.unlv.edu.
Connections is a publication of the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Libraries
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Patricia Iannuzzi
Dean, University Libraries

Many colleges and universities
offer “first-year experience” courses
designed to prepare students for their
undergraduate studies. In 2006, a
meeting between Dean of the College
of Sciences Ron Yasbin and Dean of
Libraries Patricia Iannuzzi sparked
an initiative to offer a specialized
introductory course for freshman
UNLV science majors.

Physics Professor John Farley,
Science Librarian J.D. Kotula, and the
head of UNLV Libraries’ Instruction
Department Diane VanderPol
collaborated to design and teach this
innovative class. The result of their
collaboration, SCI 101: Introduction
to Scientific Studies, provides students
an entrée into study methods, research
strategies, and critical-thinking skills
necessary to succeed in college.
The 2007 summer sessions marked the
first appearance of SCI 101
as a required course for new science
majors. Kotula continues to teach this
course. SCI 101 directly supports the
educational mission of the University
Libraries, and it strengthens
the bond between the Libraries and
the College of Sciences.

Science Librarian J. D. Kotula teaching SCI 101.

“The introduction of SCI 101 and its
evolution as a requirement
for all science majors beginning in
fall 2007 is a great step forward in
improving our recruitment and retention
rates,” says Dean Yasbin. “Our faculty
are now collaborating with Clark
County School District colleagues to
explore the possibility of offering this
course to incoming students prior to
their freshman year.” v

SCI 101: Introduction to
Scientific Studies, provides
students an entrée into
study methods, research
strategies, and criticalthinking skills necessary to
succeed in college.

Although SCI 101 evolved quickly,
this course has begun to affect the
educational structure of the university
and the region.
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UNLV College of Liberal Arts and History Department Partner
For more than 30 years, the Curriculum Materials Library (CML) has supported
teacher education at UNLV and throughout Southern Nevada. Jennifer Fabbi, head
of the CML, collaborated with regional colleagues to plan a recent series of six
workshops on literacy education for the Southern Nevada Literacy Collaborative
(SNLC). Several speakers, including prolific children’s book author Eve Bunting,
addressed education students, teachers, and librarians throughout the series.
In addition, CML staff members promoted the sessions and designed book displays
and materials to accompany the speakers.
The CML is a founding member of the SNLC, a collaborative effort among several
educational groups and professional organizations in Nevada advocating for
literacy education. The SNLC’s goal is to provide quality professional development
through local, national, and international speakers and to support educators across
Nevada in their goal of becoming literacy leaders and effective classroom teachers.
The SNLC began offering professional-development opportunities during
the fall 2006 semester. More programs at UNLV are planned for this year.
For more information, visit http://snlc.education.unlv.edu/. v

Recognition
As part of the National Endowment
for the Humanities’ We the People
initiative, the CML received a
“Becoming American” Bookshelf
Award for encouraging young
people to read classic books
exploring American themes.
CML was granted a variety of
books about what it means to
become an American citizen.
CML staff members Amy Johnson
and Patrick Hinrichs created
and presented a professionaldevelopment workshop geared
toward teachers and education
majors that included guest
speakers, book talks, and lesson
plan ideas. They also hosted two
elementary school classes for
story time and activity programs
integrating several of the books.
The grant books and discussion
guides on selected titles are
available in the CML.

with the Libraries
By Debbie Millett

Dr. Hal Rothman’s class changed
Leisl Carr Childers’ life in more
ways than she expected.
With Rothman as her mentor,
not only did she develop a keen
interest in environmental history,
but she also met her future husband,
Michael Childers. Carr Childers,
one of Rothman’s last students
prior to his death earlier this year, is
the first recipient of the Dr. Hal K.
Rothman Doctoral History Graduate
Student Endowment Fund Award.
Rothman, a history professor and strong supporter of University Libraries who used
Special Collections on a regular basis, was considered one of the nation’s foremost
experts on the American West and all things Las Vegas.
Carr Childers is an assistant researcher for the Nevada Test Site
(NTS) Oral History Project. “The oral histories gathered by the NTS Oral History
Project were just recently turned over to Lied Library’s Special Collections,”
says Carr Childers. “This academic year, I will continue to work on the NTS Oral
History project under Mary Palevsky in Special Collections … and it is likely that
my dissertation will come from my efforts on the project,” she says.
The University Libraries partnered with the College of Liberal Arts and
the History Department to create the Rothman Fund. The award is granted through
a competitive process to an outstanding graduate student in American History.
This creative partnership allows UNLV to recruit an outstanding student who will
use library collections, particularly in Special Collections, to conduct research. v

An exciting project in the
works at the OHRC, under the
direction of Claytee White,
is the UNLV @ Fifty Oral
History Project. It includes
recollections from current
and past students and some
of the earliest faculty and
staff members from across all
disciplines, including many
past presidents. Some of
the individuals interviewed
include Alice Brown, a
longtime librarian; Tom
Wright, a history professor
whose father taught at the
university even before there
was a permanent building;
Esther Langston, one of the
first black professors;
Terry Miller-Newcomb,
graduate student and
daughter of the first athletic
director; and Bruce Layne,
an early student who became
a successful Las Vegas
businessman. The UNLV
@ Fifty Oral History Project
is funded primarily by the
Consolidated Students of
Southern Nevada (CSUN)
and the Libraries Advisory
Board. This project, consisting
of 54 interviews, will figure
prominently as a resource for
future UNLV and Las Vegas
research efforts. v

New Clark County School District teachers exchange ideas at the CML.
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Burt Dragin, journalism professor and gambler,
read excerpts from his recent memoir, Six to Five Against:
A Gambler’s Odyssey, and spoke frankly about
gambling, addiction, and redemption in an event hosted by
University Libraries June 22.

Dragin transformed his obsessive
gambling into obsessive research
about gamblers.

Dragin discovered gambling through his family: his father
was a self-described gambling degenerate who worked as
an illegal bookmaker. As a boy, Dragin loved his family’s
vacations to Las Vegas and began gambling long before
his 21st birthday using fake identification. Recognizing his
gambling addiction, Dragin chose to change his life.

(left to right) Lisa Rios, Dean Patricia Iannuzzi, Melissa Mezger, and Heidi Ann Manlove
at the Undergraduate Research Award presentation.

Libraries’ Award for Undergraduate
Research Winners Announced

Drawing on his journalism background as an investigative
journalist and a professor of journalism at Oakland’s Laney
College, Dragin transformed his obsessive gambling into
obsessive research about gamblers. Though he continued to
gamble heavily for a time, he now gets his weekly “fix”
in a mid-limit Thursday-night poker game. Audience
members praised Dragin for honestly answering their
questions about problem gambling.

By Priscilla Finley

The Libraries’ Center for Gaming Research and the
William F. Harrah College of Hotel Administration’s
International Gaming Institute sponsored this event at
Lied Library. It is the first of what will become a series of
appearances by authors and speakers. A panel on casino
design and future events featuring local and national authors
are being planned. v

For news on upcoming events,
click
library.unlv.edu/speccol/
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Access to the Archives is now easier
with the hiring of Tom Sommer.
In 2006, Sommer became the newest
archivist in Special Collections.
“I was assigned to refine and expand
the current organization of the
University Archives,” says Sommer.
“My main focus for the project was
organization, classification, and an
increased web presence.”

Author Burt Dragin (right) and Director of Gaming Research Center
David Schwartz pause following the program.

The University Libraries recognized three winners of the Libraries Award for
Undergraduate Research last spring. This is the second year that $1,000 prizes
have been awarded to winners of the competition. Sponsored by the University
Libraries and the Division of Research and Graduate Studies, it is judged by a
committee of faculty and students. The awards recognize undergraduate students
who demonstrate sophistication and originality in research projects.
The undergraduate papers ran the gamut of disciplines from music to social work to
chemistry and engineering, and each paper was accompanied by an essay describing
the writer’s research process, skills, and reflections upon his or her strategies to
investigate a research problem. Congratulations to the three winners:
Heidi Ann Manlove, for “Hyperandrogenemia, Obesity, and PCOS: Consequential
Female Health, Reproductive Success, and Behaviors From Their Fetal
Environment to Their Granddaughter” (faculty sponsor: Peter Gray, Anthropology).
Lisa Rios, for “The Children of the Anasazi Working Class: A Biocultural Study of
Child Health on Black Mesa, AD 900–1150” (faculty sponsors: Debra Martin and
Jennifer L. Thompson, Anthropology).
Melissa Mezger, for “Student Attitudes About Alternative Energy Use at
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas” (faculty sponsor: Timothy Farnham,
Environmental Studies).
Information about submitting essays for the 2007–08 awards can be found at
http://www.library.unlv.edu/award. v

Sommer updated the University
Archives web pages extensively
— to include historical timelines,
a presidents page, and a bibliography
of published works on UNLV.
Recently, he added the Maude Frazier
Hall Construction Photos page. The
University Archives newly revised
web pages are located at http://
www.library.unlv.edu/speccol/
universityarchives/index.html.
“It’s timely,” says Sommer. “Staff
members are experiencing more UNLV
history-related questions than usual
during this anniversary year.” UNLV
Special Collections, established in July
1967, is celebrating an anniversary
as well — 40 years of service to the
university and the community. v
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Su Kim Chung, manuscripts librarian, was recently appointed to the editorial board
E-COLLECTIONS
By Patrick Griffis
The University Libraries’ participation in two business
programs is value-added for the students.
The Summer Business Institute is an eight-week internship
program designed for predominantly ethnic minority local
high school juniors and seniors and incoming UNLV
freshmen. Students acquire work experience at sites
throughout Las Vegas as well as attend workshops on life
skills and financial planning offered at UNLV. Upward Bound
is a nationwide program that serves to increase the college
graduation rate of high school students who would be
first-generation college graduates and of high school students
from low-income families. The Upward Bound Summer
Residential Program at UNLV houses its students on campus
for six weeks while they take courses preparing them for
college and teaching them math, science, English, SAT/ACT
preparation, and business/financial planning.

Business Librarian Patrick Griffis
worked with Asera to introduce the
students to online investment research
tools while simultaneously orienting
them to a university library.

The Summer Business Institute and the Upward Bound
programs include a workshop on personal financial planning
taught by Dr. Daniel D. Asera, a recently retired professor of
finance, accounting, and management at UNLV. The workshop
centers on students participating in an online investing game
simulating the buying and selling of stocks and mutual funds.
Business Librarian Patrick Griffis worked with Asera to
introduce the students to online investment research tools
while simultaneously orienting them to a university library.
The resulting sessions included a library tour, registration
for access to library computers and resources, and an
interactive presentation on online financial research tools
in a library classroom. v

University Libraries



Lied Library
(main library)
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Library

Curriculum Materials
Library

Music
Library

library.unlv.edu
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library.unlv.edu/arch
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library.unlv.edu/cml
895-3593

library.unlv.edu/music
895-2541

of the American Archivist, the main journal for the Society of American Archivists,
the national professional organization for archivists in the United States.
Joyce Moore, archivist II, serves as the president of the Southwest Oral History
Association (SOHA), one of the most active regional groups of its kind in the
country, with a membership of more than 100 active historians collecting the
histories of New Mexico, Arizona, California, and Nevada.

Tom Sommer, archivist, was recently elected to the governing council of the
Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists, the regional organization for archivists in
Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, and Idaho.
UNLV’s Peter Michel, head of Special Collections, and Cory Lampert, digital
projects librarian, joined Glee Willis, digital projects librarian, University of
Nevada, Reno, Library, to present “Museums, Libraries, and Archives in a Digital
World” at the 2007 Oasis cultural conference in Reno, NV. University Libraries’
digital projects were a topic of the panel discussion on what is occurring statewide
in relation to digitization initiatives and future collaborations.
Patricia Iannuzzi, Dean, University Libraries, has been invited by the Association
of American Colleges and Universities to become a permanent faculty member for
their summer Greater Expectations Institute http://www.aacu.org/meetings/
gexinstitute/index.cfm. Institute faculty offer workshops and consult with
campus teams on a wide range of educational change issues. At the June Institute
Dean Iannuzzi, provided sessions and consulted with teams on the topics of
information literacy, student learning outcomes, and organizational culture.
In August, Dean Iannuzzi presented at
the 2007 TICER Digital Libraries
a la Carte Institute at the University
of Tilburg in the Netherlands.
She addressed the topic of “Changing
Learning, Changing Roles:
Collaboration in Support of Course
Redesign” which focused primarily
on a Mellon Foundation-funded
transformational course redesign
initiative she directed while at the
University of California, Berkeley. v

A GREAT RESOURCE

The UNLV community now
has access to more electronic
collections than ever before as
the University Libraries adds new
online resources to its
ever-growing digital collections.
A sampling of the 16 e-collections
recently added includes the
Classical Music Reference Library,
which contains essential music
reference works, including
information on more than 11,000
composers,7,000 performers, and
ensembles. The Compendex Index
Backfile is a historical database
of more than 1.7 million records
from more than 5,000 of scholarly
publications in engineering,
containing information on virtually
every major engineering innovation
of the 20th century. The Sage
Premier Online Journals Deep
Backfile Collection includes
perpetual electronic access to
301 journals, 357,000 issues, and
approximately 4,284,000 articles.
The majority of Sage’s peerreviewed scholarly journals are
in the subject areas of business,
education, engineering, fine arts,
health sciences, hotel, liberal arts,
sciences, and urban affairs. For
more information, visit library.
unlv.edu or contact your subject
liaison librarian at library.unlv.
edu/about/biblio.html. v
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The University Libraries
wish toinspire,
thank the following
individuals, corporations
and foundations for their generous support
Honor with Books

The University Libraries
invites you to provide
a memorial tribute, celebrate
a special occasion, honor
a friend or family
member, or acknowledge
an accomplishment by
participating in
Honor with Books.
Giving to the University Libraries
in honor of friends or relatives has
become a tradition in the
Las Vegas community.
Contributions of any amount enrich
the Libraries collections and are
greatly appreciated.
For each tax deductible
contribution of $100 or more a
bookplate bearing the name of the
person being honored
or remembered will be placed
in a book.
Donors can choose the subject
area in which the book(s) will be
plated. The person being honored,
or the family of the person being
memorialized will be notified.
Please consider
Honor with Books a fitting
way to pay lasting tribute, while
strengthening the Libraries now
and for the future.
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 $100 per bookplate 

from July 1, 2006, through June 30, 2007. Every gift is important and valued. It is our wish to recognize all donors correctly.
Please notify the UNLV Foundation of any discrepancies by calling 702-895-3641.

Number of books _______ x $100 = $ ________
I want to make (an additional) gift to the Libraries

$___________

Total amount enclosed
$_________ (tax deductible gift)
Name of Donor(s)___________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Telephone # ________________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________________
 In memory of  In honor of
Name (as you wish it to appear on the bookplate)
__________________________________________________________
Person to notify of the tribute:
__________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Subject Area _______________________________________________
Payment Options:
Kindly return the completed form with your check payable to: UNLV Foundation
or your credit card information and mail to: Honor With Books UNLV Libraries
4505 Maryland Parkway, Box 457001
Las Vegas, NV 89154-7001
Credit Card
MasterCard Visa Amex Discover
Name on card:______________________________________________
Card Number:______________________________________________
Expiration Date:___________
Credit Card Security Code:____________
This is a three- or four-digit number located on the front of your card,
or the last three digits on the signature line on the back of your card.
For more information: Libraries Development 702-895-2286
UNLV Libraries • 4505 Maryland Parkway, Box 457001 • Las Vegas, NV 89154-7001

Absolute Events

Esther and Alvin Esbin

John Klai		

PMD Associates, LLC

AIA Las Vegas

Federated Holding CO., LTD

Klai Juba Architects Ltd.

Lynn and Arne Rosencrantz

Jason Aubin ‘02

Kristene ‘05 and Roger Fisher

Brad Kohlenberg

Suzanne and Victor Rosenzweig

Becky and Nicholas Behnen

Shannon Fitzgerald

Christopher Kratochwill

Irmalee and R. Ross

Florence Bolatin

Sarah Gayler

Betty Krause

Lita and Wilfred Schwartz

Harold L. Boyer Charitable Foundation

Sandy and Michael Gordon

C. Lawrence

Jennifer ‘04 and Zachary ‘00 ‘07 Smith

Susan ‘67 ‘73 and Richard Brand

Susan and Madison Graves

James ‘71 ‘83 MacFarlane

Lori and Bradley ‘96 Squires

Jeanine and John Brandt

H & M Enterprises Inc

Marydean Martin and Charles Silvestri

Barabara and Charles* Tarr

Jeanne and Robert Brown

Mary Hanna

Flora ‘85 ‘88 and Stuart Mason

Sandee and Jelindo Tiberti

William Brown

Keoni Heaston

Audrey and Barent ‘99 ‘03 McCool

The Tiberti Company

Zoe Brown

Nancy and Phillip Henderson

Linda and Mark ‘75 McKinley

Jean Tobman

Elena and Lance Calvert

Pamela ‘69 ‘70 and Kenneth ‘68 Hicks

MJ Miller and Joseph Cardello

Wells Fargo Foundation

Sherry ‘90 and Richard Colquitt

Eileen ‘89 and Eric Horn

Florence Mlynarczyk

Carol and Jeffrey Zucker

Bobbie and Robert Colvin

Patricia Iannuzzi

Greg Mlynarczyk, D.D.S., Inc.

Craft Family Trust

J.A.Tiberti Construction Company

Kathleen ‘89 Morlan

*Deceased

Elmer Curley

J.L. McFarlane Inc

National Ski Areas Association

Linda and Timothy Doyle

Melinda ‘98 and Joseph ‘94 Kennedy

Nevada Community Foundation

Shirley and David Emerson

Marianne and Larry Kifer

Oldcastle Glass Inc.

University of Nevada, Las Vegas
graduates are indicated by their
graduation year.

Honor with Books Program HonorEes

The following individuals were honored between July 1, 2006 and June 30, 2007
Lloyd Bell

Robert Hoenisch

Bob Ray

Lynn and Bill Bennett

Margaret “Peggy” Simon Kaltenborn

William Ray

Michael Bowers

Elsa Kendigian

Dr. Charles W. Ruggeroli

Donnelly Butz

Ann Ronzone LeVau

Sandra Ragsdale Seiler

Warren L. Candela

Arlette Maestracci

Robert Skaggs

Walt Casey

Charlie Martin

Emma Smith

Manny Cortez

Vassie Martin

JoAnn Templeton

Estelle Creighton

Dana McKay

J. A. Tiberti

Sharon Hannah Crook

Harold Merrill

Herb Tobman

Elizabeth Fisher

Flo Mlynarczyk

Dennis Waibel

Shirley T. Fitzgerald

Kathy Morlan

Todd B. Whittle

Jess Haldeman

Dawn Neuman

Joanne Willcox

Harley Harmon, Jr.

George Ogilvie

Ron Yasbin

Joann Hodson

Gayle Pucciarelli
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What’s New at the Libraries
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
ADVISORY BOARD

Shared Library Catalog
UNLV students, staff, and faculty can now borrow books that the University

Sherry Colquitt,’90, Chair
Florence Bolatin
Judith Boyer
B. Mahlon Brown
Zoe Brown
Lance Calvert
David Emerson
Al Esbin
Shannon Fitzgerald
Eileen Horn,’89
Patricia Iannuzzi (ex-officio)
Joseph A. Kennedy,’94
Melinda Kennedy,’98
Les MacFarlane,’71
Marydean Martin
Flora Mason,’85
Arne Rosencrantz
Wilfred Schwartz
Claudine Williams (ex-officio)

Libraries does not own through LINK+ and expect delivery in just two to four days.

Staff:
MJ Miller
Director of External Relations

www.library.unlv.edu/external/

Traditional interlibrary loan can take two to four weeks. LINK+ is faster and easy to
use. The Libraries essentially added 7 million volumes to its collections by joining
LINK+, a consortium of more than 40 libraries in California and Nevada.

ASL Celebrates 10 Years
http://www.library.unlv.edu/arch/
The Architecture Studies Library (ASL) opened its doors to the campus community
and design professionals throughout the Las Vegas valley on Sept. 15, 1997.
Ten years later, although faculty and students can access numerous online resources
from off-campus, the ASL remains a library they visit to experience new
design books, DVDs and periodicals, as well as lectures, special events and gallery
exhibits.

Guide to the Libraries
The 2007–08 Guide to the Libraries is available online and in print at any of
the University Libraries. This convenient users’ guide has been redesigned,
with updated maps and colorful graphics, to provide valuable information in an
easy-to-use format.

University Libraries
4505 Maryland Parkway
Box 457001 Las Vegas, NV
89154-7001

